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The Maltese aristocracy is sharply divided
between the real old nobility, whose titles date
back into the dim and distant past, and were
granted by kings and princes in a manner similar
to our own, and those who have been given papal
or other inferior titles, whose holders take part in
business of all kinds* No real noble is permitted
to earn his living, to trade, or, in fact, carry out any
commercial undertaking whatsoever ; and they
will have nothing to do, socially, with those of their
class that do so* One of my Maltese friends, who
owns six old and very honourable titles, is very
poor indeed, having lost his heritage by misfortune*
He is quite unable to do anything about retriev-
ing it*
The real aristocrats are widely read, travelled,
intelligent, and highly educated men and women of
the world, whose friendship is sincere, and whose
hospitality is unpremeditated and unstinted* They
live in vast houses, or palaces, which are filled with
priceless furniture, splendid pictures, and the most
intriguing engravings ; each is, in fact, a museum
on its own*
Their acquaintance and friendship is not easy
to gain, for they, naturally, will not tolerate our